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FEBRUARY 2021 

15th-19th Half Term 

Break 

22nd—INSET Day– 

School Closed 

23rd—Remote Learning 

continues 

23rd—Year 1 book     

collection 10am 

23rd Year 2 book    

collection 11am 

24th –Class 3L  book   

collection 10am 

24th - Class 4S  book 

collection 11am 

25th —Class 5C book 

collection 10am 

25th  —Class 6G book 

collection 11am 

26th - Class RD book  

collection 10am 

 

 

Dear Parents,  
Is it really Half Term?  

 
We have made it through to February half term - well done everyone!  
 
I am not really sure how I feel about that as in some senses it feels like a lifetime 
since Christmas and the Government announcement of our third Lockdown and  
subsequent school closure and on the other hand it has passed quickly.  It has been 
a half term to be proud of, as a school we have supported one another through a 
very challenging period (when none of us predicted another period of school closure) 
and both adults and children alike have shown resilience and the ability to adapt to 
the situation.  It has been great to hear from the staff of the children's achievements, 
of both those whom have a place in school and those who are learning at home.  
 
I have been particularly impressed with your stamina and determination parents, to 
ensure that if your child was at home, their learning would not be interrupted - your 
support has been invaluable. We are all closely watching the news and awaiting the 
next Government announcement in regards to schools re-opening, I think the 
'roadmap' for getting the country out of lockdown will be announced on February 
22nd - and we will see if the provisional date of March 8th still stands for schools to 
open. Schools do not get advance notice of re-opening, we find out as you do and 
we then have a limited time to put our plan into operation.  Much depends on the 
rate of infection and whilst numbers are reducing each day it needs to be much  
lower than it is currently for a consistent length of time.  
 
Staff have the option to take part in COVID twice weekly testing at home, which 
should hopefully reassure parents of yet a further safety measure put in place for 
when schools return, as the numbers of adults who may be asymptomatically 
spreading the infection should reduce. Many parents have asked are teachers     
receiving the vaccine  - we have not heard that this is the case.  
 
During the half term children who are home learning will be receiving a little surprise 
'pick me up' in the form of a letter from their class teacher and myself.  We have 
posted these out to the children as recognition for what they have done to date and 
a boost to keep going for another few weeks. I hope they enjoy receiving a letter in 
the post addressed to them - it is quite an unusual thing these days!  
 
I hope you enjoyed the opportunity to talk to your child's teacher at this weeks  
parents evening and were reassured that they are doing well and what areas need 
to be worked on going forward.  

 
Wishing you all a great half term break and looking forward to learning resuming 
on Tuesday 23rd February (Monday 22nd is an Inset day). 

 
Susan O’Reilly 

 

Thorverton Road, Cricklewood, NW2 1RG                 www.stagnesrc.net 
Tel: 020 8452 4565 

Head: Susan O’Reilly           Deputy Head: Jennifer Hourihan    

Safeguarding 

The wellbeing of our  children 

is of paramount importance to 

all staff.  Should any person 

(parent or staff) have a   

concern  regarding a child’s 

wellbeing, please inform one 

of the school safeguarding 

team (Mrs  O’  Reilly, Mrs 

Hourihan, Mrs Gale, or our 

Chair of  Governors Gill Ab-

bott).  



Élève Étoíle 

Bonjour! 
 
I have been so pleased with the children's effort and participation in their French online lessons. Tres bien! 
Their efforts will be added to their reward pages when they return to school. 
 
The following children have shown outstanding effort and enthusiasm this half term and as a result they will 
receive an "Eleve Etoile" (Star Pupil) certificate and a prize when they are back in school: 
 
Tommy 3L, Sofia A 3M, Luam 5C, Evie 5P, Sofia M 6G & Leila 6M 
 
Well done to Year 4 for completing the online activities I have set them.  
 
There will be more next half term and French lessons will resume for them again after Easter. 
 
Have a lovely and restful half term.       
 
Bonnes Vacances. 
 
Madame Willoughby" 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                               Mercredi des Cendres (Ash Wednesday )    

Half term holiday and Track and Trace  
 
Please note that school will break up on Fri 12th February at the usual time (12.30pm for those remote learning) 
and we will reopen on Tuesday 23rd February (there is NO school on Monday 22nd February for anyone as 

this is a staff Inset day - staff will be training on Makaton communication and the PREVENT 
duty).  Please note that school will not be open for critical workers during the half term, in 
line with the government guidance. We are however still required to carry out Track and 
Trace, therefore it is essential if your child has been in school and you or a member of the 
family tests positive/needs to isolate that you inform us at school via email  of-
fice@stagnes.barnetmail.net as we have a duty to find and trace all the   contacts of your 
child. 



Lent  
 
Next Wednesday, the 17th February, marks the beginning of Lent with Ash Wednesday. Even though it may be a 
little different for us this year, Lent is a special time, when we remember how much God loves us and how much 
Jesus sacrificed for us. 
 
During the season of Lent, you may choose to give up something (be a GUS) or take on more (be a TOM).   
Whatever, you choose to do you will be following in Christ's love and learning more about his love and sacrifice 
for us.  
 
As a school, I would like to set you an additional challenge.  
 

This challenge is to take part in Daily Acts of Kindness. Through these daily kind deeds, you will grow in God's 
love and become closer to Him. On Google Classroom, I have attached a PowerPoint that you may like to look at 
for some ideas or actions that you could complete each day.  
 
Our hashtag will be: #GrowinChristsLove.  
 
If you would like to share these with good deeds with your class please use this hashtag and add any            
attachments to the Classwork section, where we can celebrate all of these good deeds.  
 

With warm wishes, 
Mrs Keogh 
RE Leader 

 

 

 

 

Due to Covid 19—we are unable to send out hard copies of The Wednesday Word please see the information  

below where you can still celebrate the weekly gospel at home with your family. 

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/holiday?pid=MTA101634&v=18.9 

Please use the above link to access this weeks page. 

Many thanks 



School Lunches 

 

As you may have noticed this term, due to lockdown, school lunches have not been following the menu on the 

website as kitchen staff have been informed by the Catering Company to use the foods they have on site and 

not order any more.   

 

After February half term, we will be reverting to the school menu, beginning with week 2, which can be viewed 

on the school website. 

 

Please could parents also note that your child/children cannot swap from packed lunches to school lunches or 

vice versa on a daily basis.  We need 2 weeks notice, so we can notify kitchen of correct numbers and they 

can order the correct amount of  food in accordingly.   

 

Please contact Angie if you have any queries.   

 

 

London Youth Games Challenges 

Since we have been home learning, the children have been taking part in the London Youth Games Challenges. 

We have been supporting Barnet compete against the other 31 London boroughs and I am pleased to say   

currently we are 8th on the leader board! I will keep you updated with how we are doing after half term. Thank 

you to all of those children who have taken part so far.  

 

Lots of families have also been involved in helping Barnet to cover the distance of the 8 towns that we are 

linked with. At the moment we have just reached our second destination, Jinja (Uganda), having travelled 

7,105 miles from Montclair (USA). 

 

Keeping active is so important for our health especially at the moment when we are spending more time at 

home. Keep up the walking, running, cycling or scooting over half term and let your teacher know how far you 

have travelled! 

 

Miss Moran  



Music  

Every week children are set a music task via Google classroom focusing on the core foundations of music – 

rhythm, pitch, dynamics and composing.  

Children in KS1 have been working on rhythm using body percussion to practice rhythm 

patterns as well as compose their own patterns using fast and slow beats as well as looking 

at how music can be played both  loudly and quietly.  It has been so enjoyable watching the 

children be creative with their home made instruments which has helped them to continue 

their music making whilst being away from school. We have also been working on simple 

songs to hear the difference between high and low sounds using our bodies to help hear the 

change in pitch. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In KS2 we have looked at two different composers; Aaron Copland and Grażyna Bacewicz.  

Using these as our inspiration children have been composing both rhythmic and melodic Ostinatos – a repeated 

pattern. Children have learnt about time signatures looking at 3 and 4 time and using their musical knowledge 

to complete a musical score. 

For those children who do not have access to an instrument at home I have shared an online piano link  

https://www.musicca.com/piano 

 

https://www.musicca.com/piano


Music 

A highlight throughout our virtual learning was the making of our school song to help celebrate the feast of St 

Agnes.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Children in KS2 were asked to record themselves singing and then I had the job of editing all the videos together! 

Although this was something new for me and took quite a long time I was really proud of the final version of the 

song and was also extremely grateful for all the hard 

work from the children both in school, and at home.  

If you have not had a chance to watch these videos, 

please do as you will see how much hard work was 

put in by all of the children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

I am so glad that the children are continuing their musical journey with me and eagerly look forward to the day 

when we can all join together for one of our many concerts and famous sing –a-longs.  

Happy music making! 

Miss Keaveney  



Year 1: Zoo Enclosures! 

This term, our topic has been “Paws, Claws and Whiskers” and we have learnt all about different types of ani-

mals, what they eat, their habitats and where in the world they live! We made our own zoo enclosures thinking 

about what our animals will need and they type of habitat they live in. We used different materials, such as: 

cardboard boxes, card, tissue paper, lollipop sticks, cotton wool and more! 

 

Year 3 
Year 3 have created their own ultimate predators out of recyclable materials. They combined features of the 
most fearsome predators we have stupied for topic this term. 
 

One of their creations had hawk wings, crocodile jaws, eagle talons and a lizards tongue! 



Year 4 

This week, year 4 learnt about how plastic is polluting our world and oceans, and what we can do to stop it. 

The children got creative and recycled plastic in their house and turned it into something else! We had pencil 

cases, bird feeders, flower pots, and more! 

 



 

 



Are you struggling with stress during this time of  

uncertainty? You’re not alone. 

As humans, we like to plan, organise and know what’s 

going to happen by being in control of things. Uncertainty 

can entangle one in countless ‘what ifs’ and overthinking  

about worst-case scenarios. As a result, this can lead to  

anxiety and stress, which can be overwhelming and cause 

strong emotions in adults and children. 

The workshop will cover 
tips and advice about ways 
of stress by increasing  
resilience to help you  
maintain control and 
better face life's uncertainties. 

Topic: Managing Stress and Coping with Uncertainty 

Date: Thursday 25th February 2021 

Time: 17:00 - 18:00  

For more information and how to access the workshops 

please email nhsworkshop@farsophone.org.uk 

Please see information below on a workshop in partnership with the NHS about managing stress at 
 this time. The workshop will be taking place on Zoom and there is no need for participants to connect their  
microphone or camera.       Miss Duggan 



What to do if …. Action needed …. Return to School when 

…. 

The student has Coronavirus symptoms: 
A new continuous cough 
A high temperature 
A loss of, or change, in your normal 

sense of taste or smell 

Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate the whole household 
Get a test – https: www.nhs.uk/conditions/

coronavirus-covid-19 or ring NHS   
helpline on 111 

Inform the School immediately once test 
result received 

The test comes back      
negative and the student 
feels well 

The student tests positive for Coronavirus Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days (whole household) 
Inform the School immediately once test 

result received 

After the 10 days of        
self-isolation and the student 
feels better even if they have 
a cough or lack of taste or 
smell, as the symptoms can 
last a few weeks one the 
infection has gone 

Someone in our household has Coronavirus 
symptoms (including siblings in the School/
other schools) 

Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate the whole household 
Household member with symptoms must 

get a test 
Inform the School immediately once test 

result received 

The household member’s test 
is negative and nobody has 
symptoms 

Someone in the household tested positive 
for Coronavirus 

Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days (whole household) 

from the date the first person became 
ill 

The student has completed 
the 10 days of self-isolation 
and has not developed  
symptoms 

NHS Test & Trace has identified the stu-
dent as a close contact of someone who 
has tested positive 

Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days 

The student has completed 
the 10 days of self-isolation 
and has not developed  
symptoms 

 

We/the student had travelled into the UK 
from a country that is not an exempt  
country and has to self-isolate as part of a 
period of quarantine 
  

Do not come into School 
Contact the School to advise as per the 

Attendance Policy 
Self-isolate for 10 days 

The student has completed 
the 10 days of quarantine 
and the student/household 
member has not developed 
symptoms 

 

 

 

St Agnes’ Catholic Primary School 

Coronavirus Related Absence Quick Reference Guide – January 2021 

Please do not call School asking for medical advice.  You must call 

111 or your GP Surgery 



On Tuesday the 9th February St Agnes’ celebated Safer Internet Day. The global theme was   “A 

better internet for everyone”  This year in St Agnes and indeed across the UK, children explored  

reliability online. The internet has an amazing range of information and opportunities online, but 

sometimes it can be quite tricky to separate fact from fiction. With that in mind, we explored some 

tips and tricks for us to stay safe online and understand how to spot potentially harmful            

information. Here is just a few example of what we got up to.  

In early years and KS1 we listened to the 

story from Detective Digiduck and his     

journey to find the truths and lies that    

sometimes live on the internet! We also 

made our own masks and became detectives, 

looking for clues to tell us what we can and 

can’t trust online.  

In KS2 we had a deeper look at reliability online with a focus on advertisements. 

We looked at different YouTube stars and discovered some tips to identify their 

motives behind giveaways, unboxings and reviewing merchandise. We also 

learned that some advertisements have the wrong motives and how we can   

protect ourselves against it.  We created information posters including our top 

tips to stay safe online.  





Birthdays: up to 21st February 2021 

9th Maria 4S 

10th Luisa 3L 

11th Laura 4M 

12th Max 5C & Caitlin 4S 

13th Oliwier 4M 

14th Emilia RD 

17th Kayleigh Nursery, Amethyst 4M & Nicola 5C 

18th Jacek 6M 

19th Erin 6M & Kalina RZ 

Thought of the Week 

“Love is life. All, everything that I     
understand, I understand only because I 
love. Everything is, everything exists, 
only because I love.” 
 

– Leo Tolstoy 
 

Class Star of the Week 

1M Jessica-Grace - you have been going above and beyond with your learning. Well done for 
putting 100% effort into everything you do! You're a superstar! 

1S Ana—For having a positive attitude towards her learning and working so hard on using 
her phonics for reading.  

2K Daisy -For an improved effort and focus on her learning! She is shining so BRIGHT- keep 

up the good work.  

2Q Jordan- for the fantastic effort that he has made with his handwriting and for always   
taking pride in his work. I can see the time and effort you put in. You are a superstar!  

3L THE WHOLE CLASS–   for all of their fantastic efforts this term. They’ve made remote 
learning and in school teaching very enjoyable, even in these strange times! Well done to 
each and every one of you – you have all made me so proud!'   

3M Aisha -for working so hard to improve her spelling scores. Keep up the effort, it is paying 
off!  

4M Daniel—for his fantastic effort in his home learning and coming to every live lesson with a 

great attitide to learn.   

4S All of 4S- For being superstars this half term. Every single one of you, whether you’re in 
school or at home, have been amazing. I know it isn’t easy at the moment, but you have 
shown so much resilience so keep up the fantastic work and the even better attitude!   

5C Alan -for engaging really well in our live lessons, contributing answers and sharing ideas. 
Also putting in excellent effort in his work – keep it up superstar!  

5P Amelia- This is truly deserved after consistently uploading brilliant pieces of work during 
these past six weeks, it has been an absolute pleasure to read her work and I am         
immensely proud of her for keeping up with it all, WELL DONE!  

6G  Maisie- You are the kindest, friendliest, most optimistic, helpful and simply wonderful  
member of our class. You bring a smile and positivity to all your hard work. Well Done  

6M Corey -For being an absolute shining star! You are a kind, generous and well-mannered 
young man, a credit to the class! Keep shining Corey!  

Reading Eggs Adley 1M -for completing an amazing 97 lessons this week and reading 8 books on   

Reading Eggs. AMAZING!  

http://www.history.com/news/history-lists/5-things-you-may-not-know-about-leo-tolstoy

