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The family of St Agnes loves, learns and grows together as followers  

of Jesus. 
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MARCH 2021 

19th—International Day 

of Happiness 

30th—Stations of the 

Cross 

30th—Jesper Perryn 

working with Years  5 & 

6 re Internet Safety 

31st - School closing  

early to begin Easter  

holidays. 

 

Dear Parents,  

 
After anticipating the return to school for all pupils for some time, it was so good to be able 

to say hello to them all on Monday as they came in. I was so pleased to see them looking 
relaxed and above all enthusiastic to be back - as I popped around to each class the      

overwhelming feeling from everyone was happiness - they were all happy to be back in 
school.  When I spoke to the teachers about the children and how they had returned, it 

seems as though any nerves from children had quickly disappeared as the familiar and well 
established routines came back.  

 
It was great to hear the familiar noises in school this week that we really have missed - most 

of all the children at playtime which I hear through my office window.  It was comforting to 
hear their calls to each other, laughter and games being played.  Indeed as I am writing this 

newsletter to you I can hear a wonderful music session in Nursery with the  shaking of    
maracas and the ding of xylophones!  These sounds help bring the school to life.  

 
One of the highlights of the school week for both staff and pupils is the weekly Celebration 

Assembly and it was great to be able to reintroduce that today (virtually) as an opportunity 
for each class to gather together and reward positive behaviours - the children love to     
celebrate the good efforts of their peers.  We are looking forward to when we can physically 

get together in the hall to do this with our Year 6 DJ's and the red carpet out... 
 

I have noticed a number of children have returned wearing items which are not school    
uniform - with shoes being the most notable item.  I do understand that  children's feet will 

have grown in the period they have been away from school and existing shoes may now be 
too small - therefore I shall  ask the staff to be  understanding of this for the next few weeks 

whilst you await a shoe or uniform order to arrive (shoes can be ordered online and indeed if 
you are needing to have your child's feet measure you can print out a measurer for at home 

and draw around it to be sure of size). 
 http://content.next.co.uk/pdfs/x43_shoe_guide.pdf 

https://www.startriteshoes.com/paper-measuring-gauge, 
https://www.clarks.co.uk/measureandfit-at-home 

 
 This is NOT an excuse for children to wear  alternative shoes but accommodates the fact 

that some may be waiting for new shoes to arrive or be collected.  I have stated this on 
many occasions but will use this as an opportunity to remind parents - when buying trainers 

for school these must be plain black or white only, please do not buy others and ask your 
child to wear them into school.  

 
Wishing you all a good weekend and I hope that for parents who returned to work this 
week now that home schooling is over, that your week was smooth.  To all of our mums out 

there and those that act like a mum within our lives - Happy Mother's Day for Sunday, we 
appreciate you.  

 
Regards,  

 

Susan O’Reilly 
 

 
 

-  
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Safeguarding 

The wellbeing of our  children 

is of paramount importance to 

all staff.  Should any person 

(parent or staff) have a   

concern  regarding a child’s 

wellbeing, please inform one 

of the school safeguarding 

team (Mrs  O’  Reilly, Mrs 

Hourihan, Mrs Gale, or our 

Chair of  Governors Gill Ab-

bott).  



Collection and drop arrangements 

 

Please note parents who regularly drop their child to school late will be asked to wait until 

9:10am when all bubbles are in. 
 

- Ensure your child arrives on time for school and is collected promptly to avoid crossing of bubbles.  This is 

REALLY important and parents who are regularly late bringing their child to school will be asked to wait    

outside until ALL bubbles have entered the school at 9.10am. 

- Ensure only 1 person per household is with the child at drop off/pick up times 

- Ensure you as an adult wear a face covering unless exempt (exemption lanyards are available for those who 

cannot wear a covering and these being clearly visible help us to avoid tricky conversations). 

- Ensure you socially distance as much as possible outside the school gates, even after drop off it is not advised 

to stand in groups talking at close contact.  

- If anyone in the household shows symptoms of the virus, then please book a PCR test ASAP and isolate till a 

negative result is obtained and inform the school of this  

-Remind your child (as we will) of the importance of regular handwashing, sanitising, and keeping distance 

where possible. 

- Ensure your child has their own labelled water bottle in school 

- Ensure your child is wearing the correct uniform and have their bag/packed lunch with them to keep visits to 

school to the minimum. 

- All scooters unless kept in scooter zones need to be taken home. 

Year group Entrance gate Queue point Start time Finish time 

6 Carpark 6M – right of carpark entrance 
6G – left of carpark entrance 

8:40am 3pm 

5 Carpark 5C - right of carpark entrance 
5P - left of carpark entrance 

8:50am 3:10pm 

4 Playground gate 4M - right of playground gate 
4S - left of playground gate 

8:40am 3pm 

3 Playground gate 3M - right of playground gate 
3L - left of playground gate 

8:50am 3:10pm 

2 Playground gate 2Q – right of playground gate 
2K – left of playground gate 

9am 3:15pm 

1 Main gate 1S – right of playground gate 
1M – left of playground gate 

9:05am 3:20pm 

Reception Main gate RD  - right of the main gate 
RZ – left of the main gate 

8:55am 3:10pm 

Nursery Main gate Nursery – left of the main gate 8:30am 
9am 

3:00pm 

Uniform 
Please can you ensure that your child is wearing full correct school uniform and if any items need to be ordered 

from MAPAC that it is done in good time and takes into account the delivery period.  

Your support for school uniform is appreciated and helps us avoid having tricky conversations with              

children .Please note trainers for PE are PLAIN BLACK or WHITE only.  



Child’s Hill Food Bank 

 

If your family is in need of support with food. Childs Hill Food Bank operate 

weekly (see below) 

https://www.allsaintschildshill.com/childs-hill-food-bank/ 

Referrals to the foodbank are not needed and they will help those who visit 

with food provision 

International Day of Happiness  
 

We all think we could do with a little lift of people's spirits, therefore as a 

school we will be celebrating International Day of Happiness on Friday March 

19th for the last hour of the day.   

We are encouraging each child to being in a snack/treat they would like to eat 

(we cannot share food due to COVID restrictions) in class, we will play some 

lovely music and we will be making 'Happiness is .....' bunting to string together across the whole school.   

We will be asking everyone what happiness is to them - being with family, lying in on a Saturday morning, 

hearing the rain against the window pane whilst snuggled in bed.... I am sure it means different things to all of 

us.   

So Please save the date - Friday 19th March and send a treat that your child will have that afternoon.  

Crafting Session 
One of our Year 6 parents Tina is hosting an online crafting session for Mother's Day.  If you are interested in 
booking this please do so via the link below:  

 
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%

2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%

7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%

7C637509667982108118%7CUnknown%

7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%

7C1000&sdata=prQ0HJi44ZZhDFMsz5098M6KzAIjktaIl2mALuBWFlQ%3D&reserved=0 

We are unable to send out hard copies of The Wednesday Word -please see the information below where you 

can still celebrate the weekly gospel at home with your family. 

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/self-giving?

pid=MTA101634&v=21.2 

Please use the above link to access this weeks page. 

Many thanks 

https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108
https://emea01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fourlocalonline.com%2Fproduct%2Fmothers-day-craft-weekend-by-craft-artist-tina%2F&data=04%7C01%7C%7Cf02fb7630ace4937052b08d8e3aa5463%7C84df9e7fe9f640afb435aaaaaaaaaaaa%7C1%7C0%7C637509667982108


Lent - Week 3 
 

God of Mercy 
I feel my heart overflowing with your tenderness. 
I sense your loving touch deep within my soul. 

I ask for your help in my weakness 
that I might be faithful to your word 

and I am so grateful 
that your mercy for my failings 

is as strong as your unbounded love for me. 
 

God of Mercy thank you for your love and for your forgiveness when I make wrong choices 
 

Amen. 

THE YEAR OF SAINT JOSEPH 
 

Yesterday, marked the start of the St Joseph Novena. 
 

Each day, until the 19th March, we will pray together 
and bring ourselves into the presence of Joseph and our 

Lord. 
‘Pope Francis has declared a year dedicated to St Joseph, from 8 December 2020 to 8 December 2021. He says: 
“Each of us can discover in Joseph - the man who goes unnoticed, a daily, discreet and hidden presence - an inter-

cessor, a support and a guide in times of trouble" (Patris Corde - With a Father's Love - Pope Francis). Let's do 

that. Let's ask St Joseph to keep a watchful eye on this family of the Church, to intercede on our behalf’. 

Please follow the link below or find the information on your child's Google Classroom stream, if you wish to pray 
together as a family during this time. 
https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/evangelisation/st-joseph-novena/ 
 

 
Mrs Keogh 
RE Leader 

Staff Hampers  

 

These are the 3 hampers that were donated by staff to      

welcome all the children and their families back to school. 

The lucky winners were: 

EYFS & Rec—Oliver Nursery 

KS1—Chantelle 2Q 

KS2—Daniel 4M 

https://rcdow.org.uk/faith/evangelisation/st-joseph-novena/


The children have been very busy this week for British Science Week as they have become inventors 

in line with this year’s theme “Innovating For the Future”. To kick things off, the children learnt 

about what it meant to be an inventor. They explored ways in which they could create new products 

and ideas that can be used worldwide for new purposes and thought of ways to present their ideas 

for our competition. Well done to everyone who had submitted their fantastic ideas! I was blown 

away by how creative and imaginative these were. 

In Nursery, the children were challenged to build a bridge using pasta and playdough. They had to 
make sure that their bridge was strong enough to hold and transport a model car across. They had 
lots of fun  

In Reception, the children made soap bubble prints.They mixed paint with fairy liquid and used a 

straw to blow big bubbles into it. They then printed these on to paper and observed how different 

their paintings were to each other’s. 

In Year 1, the children created rain. They used hot water in a clear glass and observed how this 

made the glass steamy. Then, they covered the glass with a bowl and placed ice on top. This caused 

the steam to turn into moisture and drip down from the lid, like rain.  



In Year 2, the children made their own slime. The children learnt that the slime is different to other 
liquids as the cornflour mixed into it makes it thicker when you push it down. They learnt that the 
cornflour doesn’t actually dissolve into the liquid, so when pressure is applied, the water molecules 
are pushed away.  

In Year 3, the children made lava lamps. The children learnt the difference between different types of 

liquids and that oil is less dense than water, so it sits on top of the water and food colouring mix. They 

discovered that the water and oil separated into two layers. Alka-Seltzer tablets dissolved in the water 

and reacted to make bubbles of carbon dioxide gas. The gas bubbles rose up and took some of the  

coloured water with them to the surface of the oil. When shining light through, this created a         

lava lamp! 

In Year 4, the children created a digestive system using a range of materials  



In Year 5, the children made balloon powered cars. They made their vehicle first and had blown      

balloons up to different sizes predicting which would go the furthest. The children raced the balloon 

cars against each other. 

In Year 6, the children made ice cream in a bag. The children learnt that there is actually a lot of 

interesting chemistry that goes on behind making ice cream. They thought about how you start out 

with refrigerated (or room-temperature) ingredients and then need to cool them down to turn them 

turn into ice cream. They thought about how the ingredients change during this process and how  

important temperature is.  

Science Week Competition Winners 

 
The winner for the Science Week Competition is Adamo in 6M.  
 
Congratulations also goes to: Hosea, 4M, Ciara 1M, Cairo RD, Felipe 3L & Olivier 2Q who will all  
receive a science badge. 
 
Well done to everyone who took part in the competition 

Miss Mughal 
Science Leader 



What to do if …. Action needed …. Return to School when 

…. 

The student has Coronavirus symptoms: 

A new continuous cough 
A high temperature 

A loss of, or change, in your normal 
sense of taste or smell 

Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate the whole household 

Get a test – https: www.nhs.uk/conditions/
coronavirus-covid-19 or ring NHS   

helpline on 111 
Inform the School immediately once test 

result received 

The test comes back      

negative and the student 
feels well 

The student tests positive for Coronavirus Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days (whole household) 

Inform the School immediately once test 
result received 

After the 10 days of        

self-isolation and the student 
feels better even if they have 

a cough or lack of taste or 
smell, as the symptoms can 

last a few weeks one the 
infection has gone 

Someone in our household has Coronavirus 

symptoms (including siblings in the School/
other schools) 

Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate the whole household 

Household member with symptoms must 
get a test 

Inform the School immediately once test 
result received 

The household member’s test 

is negative and nobody has 
symptoms 

Someone in the household tested positive 

for Coronavirus 
Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days (whole household) 

from the date the first person became 
ill 

The student has completed 

the 10 days of self-isolation 
and has not developed  

symptoms 

NHS Test & Trace has identified the stu-

dent as a close contact of someone who 
has tested positive 

Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise 
Self-isolate for 10 days 

The student has completed 

the 10 days of self-isolation 
and has not developed  

symptoms 

 

We/the student had travelled into the UK 

from a country that is not an exempt  
country and has to self-isolate as part of a 

period of quarantine 
  

Do not come into School 

Contact the School to advise as per the 
Attendance Policy 

Self-isolate for 10 days 

The student has completed 

the 10 days of quarantine 
and the student/household 

member has not developed 
symptoms 

 

 

 

St Agnes’ Catholic Primary School 

Coronavirus Related Absence Quick Reference Guide – January 2021 

Please do not call School asking for medical advice.  You must call 

111 or your GP Surgery 





Birthdays: up to 14th March 

8th Emily Nursery, Noa-Rose RZ, Luke 6M & 

Aria 3L 

11th Antoni3M, Jack RZ & Zac 2K 

12th Aiden 4S & Adriel 3M 

14th Sofia M 6G 

Thought of the Week 

“You don't chose your family.  They are God's 
gift to you, as you are to them'. 
 

Desmond Tutu  

 

Class Star of the Week 

1M Giorgina 

1S Samuel 

2K Clarice 

2Q Matthew 

3L Olivier 

3M Kauan 

4M Audrey 

4S Emile 

5C Nicole 

5P Callum 

6G  Jesper 

6M Laure 

Reading 

Eggs 

Clarice 2K 

Weekly Attendance 

Class Attendance % Number of 

Lates 

RD 98 4 

RZ 97 1 

1M 97 0 

1S 96 2 

2K 99 2 

2Q 96 2 

3L 97 1 

3M 97 1 

4M 100 1 

4S 96 0 

5C 100 0 

5P 99 0 

6G 98 3 

6M 100 0 

School Target 97.5% 

Easter Holidays 
 
Please note the dates of the Easter      
holidays - school will close early after 
lunch on Wednesday 31st March (times to 
be advised) and will reopen on Monday 
19th April.  


