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Welcoming children back to St Agnes 
We are looking forward to welcoming back all children on 8th March 2021. 
 
The Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health has made clear that the overwhelming majority of 
children still have no symptoms or very mild illness only. Returning to school is also vital for their 
educational progress, for their wellbeing, and for their wider development. 
 
We will continue to implement the range of protective measures that we have been using throughout 
the autumn term. We have further strengthened these measures to help decrease the disruption the 
virus causes to education. Current evidence suggests that these measures are still the right ones to 
take. 
 

School attendance 
Mandatory attendance means that it is your legal duty as a parent to send your child to school. 
Local authorities and schools have a range of legal powers to enforce attendance if a child misses 
school without a valid reason. We know some parents will be feeling anxious about their children 
returning to school. If you have concerns about your child attending, you should discuss these with 
us.  

 

Absence reporting procedures: 
If your child will not be attending school, the usual absence reporting system must be followed: 

 On the first morning of absence please telephone the school office and explain why your child 
will not be attending school by 9.15am. Should you not do this, the school will contact you 
in line with “First Response” procedures.  

 On your child’s return to school please send in a WRITTEN explanation of their absence. 
Should this not be received, your child’s absence will be recorded as unauthorized- regardless 
of any telephone calls.  

The school will follow up all unexplained absences and in line with Borough procedures, these will be 

discussed with the Educational Welfare Officer. 

 

Self-isolation and shielding 
A small number of children may be unable to attend in line with public health advice to self-isolate. 
You should not send your child to school if they: 

 have symptoms or live in a household with someone who has symptoms 

 have tested positive themselves, even if they do not have symptoms 

 live in a household with someone who has tested positive, even if that person does not have 
symptoms 

 are a close contact of someone who has coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 are required to self-isolate for travel-related reasons 
 
We know from growing evidence that many children identified at the start of the pandemic as 
clinically extremely vulnerable, are not at increased risk of serious outcomes from coronavirus 
(COVID-19) and children are gradually being removed from the shielding patient list as appropriate, 
following review with a clinician. If your child is confirmed as clinically extremely vulnerable, they are 
advised not to attend school until further notice. Please provide us with a copy of the shielding letter 
sent to you. If your child is unable to attend school for these reasons, we will provide support with 
remote education and pastoral support. 
 

Children who live with someone who is clinically extremely vulnerable should still attend 
school. Information for parents is available from the Royal College of Paediatrics and Child Health. 

https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/key-topics/covid-19
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/what-parents-and-carers-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-the-coronavirus-covid-19-outbreak/what-parents-need-to-know-about-early-years-providers-schools-and-colleges-during-covid-19#protective-measures
https://www.gov.uk/school-attendance-absence/legal-action-to-enforce-school-attendance
https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.rcpch.ac.uk/resources/covid-19-resources-parents-carers


 

If your child is identified as a close contact of someone who has tested positive for 
coronavirus (COVID-19) and is asked to self-isolate, you do not need to self-isolate unless your child 
develops symptoms. This also applies to other members of your household (including any other 
children in the same school). 
 

If your child has been a close contact of someone who has tested positive, and then develops 
symptoms but has a negative test result, they will still need to self-isolate for the full 10 days from 
the day after contact with the person who tested positive. 

 
Protective measures: 
 manage confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) in the school, in line with current public 

health guidance, and minimise contact with anyone who is required to self-isolate - your child 
should not attend if they have developed one or more symptoms or tested positive, and your child 
may be asked to self-isolate from the day of contact with an individual who tested positive and 
the next 10 full days if they have been in close, face-to-face contact with someone who has tested 
positive for the virus 

 ensure that everyone cleans their hands thoroughly more often than usual, including when they 
arrive, when they return from breaks, when they change rooms and before and after eating - this 

should be done for 20 seconds with soap and running water or hand sanitiser 

 promote the ‘catch it, bin it, kill it’ approach, to ensure good respiratory hygiene 

 enhance cleaning and ventilation, including cleaning frequently touched surfaces more often 

 

Bubbles: 
We will minimise contact and encourage maintaining distance as far as possible. This will involve 
asking children to: 

 stay within specified separate groups (or bubbles) 

 maintain distance between individuals 
The government’s guidance to schools recognises that younger children may not be able to maintain 
social distancing so it is likely that for younger children the emphasis will be on separating groups 
and children remaining in their year group bubbles. These groups must be kept apart, so we will 
avoid large gatherings such as assemblies or collective worship with more than one group. 

 

Asymptomatic testing: 
Our school is taking part in the asymptomatic testing programme. Rapid testing using lateral flow 
devices (LFDs) will support the return to face-to-face education by helping to identify people who are 
infectious but do not have any coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms. Those who test positive will    
self-isolate, helping to reduce transmission of the virus and keeping other pupils and students in   
face-to-face education.  
 

Managing a positive case: 
We will take swift action when we become aware that someone who has attended has tested positive 
for coronavirus (COVID-19). We will contact their local health protection team if they: 

 have 2 or more confirmed cases of coronavirus (COVID-19) among pupils or staff within 14 
days 

 see an overall rise in child or staff absence rates where coronavirus (COVID-19) is suspected 

 The local health protection team will advise what action is required. Closure will not usually 
be necessary, but some groups may need to self-isolate. 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance/stay-at-home-guidance-for-households-with-possible-coronavirus-covid-19-infection#symptoms
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges/coronavirus-covid-19-asymptomatic-testing-in-schools-and-colleges?priority-taxon=b350e61d-1db9-4cc2-bb44-fab02882ac25


Actions you should take 
Do NOT send your child to school if: 

 they are showing one or more coronavirus (COVID-19) symptoms 

 someone in their household is showing symptoms 

 someone in their support bubble has symptoms and they have been in close contact with 
them since the symptoms started or during the 48 hours before they started 

 they or someone in their household has tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19) 

 they are required to quarantine having recently visited a red list travel ban 

country 
 

Book a test if you or your child develop symptoms. Inform us of the results. 
 
If the test is positive, follow guidance for households with possible or confirmed coronavirus (COVID-
19) infection, and engage with the NHS Test and Trace process. 
 
Other household members (including any siblings) should self-isolate from the day your child’s 
symptoms started (or the day they took a test if they did not have symptoms), and the next 10 full 
days. 
 
If your child or someone in your household has tested positive while not experiencing symptoms but 
develops symptoms during the isolation period, they should restart the 10 day isolation period from 
the day they developed symptoms. 
 
If your child displays symptoms, or has a positive test, while at school, they should not use public 
transport and, wherever possible, be collected by a member of their family or household. In 
exceptional circumstances, if you cannot arrange to have your child collected and they cannot walk, 
cycle or scoot home, alternative arrangements may need to be organised. 
 
Your child does NOT need a test if they: 

 have a runny nose, are sneezing or feeling unwell, but do not have a temperature, cough or 
loss of, or change in, sense of smell or taste 

 are advised to self-isolate because they have been in close contact with someone who has 
tested positive for coronavirus (COVID-19), for example, another pupil in their class, but are 
not showing symptoms themselves 

 

Arriving and leaving school  
We will continue to stagger start and finish times as this helps keep groups apart on the way to and 
from school, and as they arrive and leave the premises. Year groups will use their allocated entrance 
gates and start times. It is important that you arrive on time to reduce the risk of bubbles crossing 
over. Late children will be brought back into the playground to wait for 5 minutes and if parents are 
later than 5 minutes, parents will need to go to the office to collect their child. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://www.nhs.uk/conditions/coronavirus-covid-19/symptoms/
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive
https://www.gov.uk/uk-border-control/self-isolating-when-you-arrive
https://www.gov.uk/get-coronavirus-test
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-stay-at-home-guidance


Year 

group 

Entrance gate Queue point Start time Finish time 

6 Carpark 6M – right of carpark entrance 
6G – left of carpark entrance 

8:40am 3pm 

5 Carpark 5C - right of carpark entrance 
5P - left of carpark entrance 

8:50am 3:10pm 

4 Playground gate 4M - right of playground gate 
4S - left of playground gate 

8:40am 3pm 

3 Playground gate 3M - right of playground gate 
3L - left of playground gate 

8:50am 3:10pm 

2 Playground gate 2Q – right of playground gate 
2K – left of playground gate 

9am 3:15pm 

1 Main gate 1S – right of playground gate 
1M – left of playground gate 

9:05am 3:20pm 

Reception Main gate RD  - right of the main gate 
RZ – left of the main gate 

8:55am 3:10pm 

Nursery Main gate Nursery – left of the main gate 8:30am 
9am 

3:00pm 

Where possible, children are encouraged to avoid public transport, particularly at peak times, and to 
walk or cycle to school. 

Where your child relies on public transport to get to school, and cannot walk or cycle, the safer 
travel guidance for passengers will apply. 
 

If your child scoots to school and wishes to leave their scooter at school it is their responsibility to 
park it in the storage area allocated to their year group and to collect at the end of the day. 

 

 

Face coverings: 
Public Health England does not recommend the use of face coverings in primary schools for children. 
Staff, parents and carers are required to wear face coverings at the school gate and in communal 
areas around the school. 

If your child has been wearing a face covering before arriving at school, it will be important that they 
understand how to remove it. Children must wash their hands immediately on arrival at school, 
dispose of any temporary face coverings they may have been wearing in a covered bin, or place 
reusable face coverings in a plastic bag they can take home with them, and then wash their hands 
again before heading to their classroom. 

Access to school:  

 Parents are not to enter the school building – phone or email the school with any messages 
or queries  

 Parents cannot gather at entrance gates or doors, or enter the site instead should queue 
along the street following social distancing markers  

 Visitors to the school are strictly by appointment only.  

 

https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/coronavirus-covid-19-safer-travel-guidance-for-passengers


Curriculum 
We will continue to provide an ambitious and broad curriculum in all subjects.  
There will be a greater focus initially on return on PHSE particularly mental health.  
There will be changes to some subjects - such as PE with non-contact sports and music with no hymn 
practice - to ensure they can be delivered as safely as possible. 
Children will be seated side by side from yr 2 upwards. 
 

Assessment: 
Statutory key stage 1 and 2 tests and teacher assessments planned for summer 2021 are cancelled. 
We will continue to use assessment during the summer term to: 

 inform teaching 

 give you information about your child’s attainment in their annual report 

 support your child’s transition to secondary school if they are in year 6 
 
 

Remote education 
From 8 March, attendance is mandatory for all school-aged pupils. However, where a pupil cannot 
attend school on site because they are complying with government guidance or law relating to 
coronavirus (COVID-19), for example if they need to self-isolate or shield, we will provide remote 
education in line with our remote learning policy. 
 

Online safety 
It is important to have regular conversations with children about staying safe online. Encourage them 
to talk to you if they come across something worrying. 
Find out how to talk to your child about online safety issues and set up age-appropriate parental 
controls with the following guidance: 
coronavirus (COVID-19): support for parents and carers to keep children safe online 
coronavirus (COVID-19) - staying safe online 

 

 

Uniform and equipment 
Children should return to school in full WINTER uniform. Uniforms do not need to be cleaned any 
more often than usual, or in any different way to normal due to coronavirus (COVID-19). It is still 
recommended that pupils limit the amount of equipment they bring into school each day, to 
essentials such as lunch boxes, hats, coats, books and stationery. Bags are allowed. Children need to 
bring in individual named water bottles to school each day.  Pupils must not share their personal 
hand sanitiser with each other. We will continue to send reading books home and quarantine them 
for 48hrs before being redistributed. 
 

School lunches 
Children in reception, yr 1 and yr 2 will receive a free hot meal (universal infant free school meal 
UIFSM). The Kitchen will be open as normal. 

 

School trips 
For the rest of the spring term we will not plan any school trips. We will consider resuming 
educational day trips, in line with the latest public health guidance and wider guidance for schools 
during the summer term. 

 

Extra-curricular activities 

https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/coronavirus-covid-19-keeping-children-safe-online/coronavirus-covid-19-support-for-parents-and-carers-to-keep-children-safe-online
https://www.gov.uk/guidance/covid-19-staying-safe-online


We will be permitted to run breakfast club however this will need to pre-booked in advance to 
enable effective planning to reduce mixing across year group bubbles. After school clubs will not start 
take place for the rest of the spring term. We will review this after Easter. 

 

Mental health and wellbeing 
Some children may be experiencing feelings of anxiety, stress or low mood as a result of the 
coronavirus (COVID-19) outbreak. 
 

Support for children and parents 
Online resources to help you support your child with mental health and wellbeing, including: 

 MindEd - a free educational resource on children’s mental health 

 Every Mind Matters - an online tool and email journey to support everyone in taking action 
to look after their mental health and wellbeing 

 Bereavement UK and the Childhood Bereavement Network - information and resources to 
support bereaved pupils, schools and staff 

 PHE’s advice and guidance for parents and professionals on supporting children’s mental 
health and wellbeing includes key actions you can take to support your child. It also 
emphasises the importance of children continuing to remain fit and active and, wherever 
possible, having the recommended 60 minutes of daily physical activity. Youth Sport Trust 
and Sport England have advice and support on helping children stay physically active. 

 Use the DfE blog to find mental health resources for children, parents, carers and school 
staff. 
 

NHS mental health services remain open, and have digital tools to connect with people and provide 
ongoing support. Please use your local children’s mental health service when needed. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.minded.org.uk/
https://www.nhs.uk/oneyou/every-mind-matters/
https://www.childbereavementuk.org/
http://www.childhoodbereavementnetwork.org.uk/covid-19.aspx
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.gov.uk/government/publications/covid-19-guidance-on-supporting-children-and-young-peoples-mental-health-and-wellbeing
https://www.sportengland.org/
https://dfemedia.blog.gov.uk/


APPENDIX: 

Main Gate entrance – Nursery, Reception & Yr 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You will queue along the pavement adhering to the social distancing markers on the gate: 

 



Carpark entrance – Yr 5 & 6: 

 

 

Playground gate: (Yr 2, 3 & 4) 

 


