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OCTOBER 

25th-29th Half Term Week 

NOVEMBER 

1st –INSET Day—school 

closed for children 

2nd—School reopens 

3rd  - Year 4 at Royal      

Festival Hall PM 

3rd - FOSA AGM 2:15pm 

3rd-Reception church visit 

2:40pm (children to be    

collected from the church) 

4th—Class 6M Assembly 

9:05am 

5th—Year 4 Timetables 

Workshop 9am in school hall 

5th—’Dress like a firework’ 

day in exchange for £1   

donation 

5th—Bonfire Cake Sale 3pm 

after school in playground 

8th—Prospective parents 

tour 2pm 

9th—Barnet Infant Music 

Festival PM in school hall 

10th—Prospective parents 

tour 9:45am 

11th—Class 5P Assembly 

9:05am 

 

 

 

 

 
Dear Parents, 

The first half term comes to an end.. 
 

We have come to the end of the first half term of the new academic year and it 
seems to have flown by.  It has been so good to get back into school life as we   
remember, in a life before Covid. Seeing the children being able to mix together,  
undertake positions of responsibility around the school, go on trips, participate in 
after school clubs and gather together for assemblies has been a real joy.   
 
As you will be aware - we have started to take each year group to the church on 
rotation.  The idea is that we want to make the church a familiar place to the    
children, they feel comfortable with how to sit, how to genuflect upon getting into 
the seat, how to be still and offer the time to be with God.  During the pandemic 
going to mass was made very difficult and attending mass remotely means that   
children may forget such behaviours - it is important that we restore these and   
going to church will support this. I would like to thank Elizabeth Sayer and Fr John 
for facilitating these church sessions. As I have said before, we would strongly     
encourage you as a family to attend mass weekly as it deepens your child's         
understanding and sense of Catholic belonging.  
 
Your children have settled well into their new year groups and a lot of learning has 
taken place over the half term.  I hope that the opportunity to meet your child's 
teacher this week at parents evening was productive and that you were able to  
celebrate achievements together (the books were available for you to see) and you 
are clear on how you can work with us to support your child's learning next half 
term.  I do know that since Parentapp was upgraded there have been a number of 
issues regards notifications and making an appointment for some was difficult  - with 
some being mysteriously cancelled.  I am sorry that this will have caused           
inconvenience for some, however the teachers did their very best to ensure all      
parents were seen. We have made Parentapp aware of these issues.  
 
I would like to wish you all a really enjoyable half term and a rest from the usual 
routines.  We look forward to welcoming the children back on Tuesday 2nd       
November - Monday 1st is an INSET day for teachers, we are gathering with other 
Catholic Barnet schools to have a training session together.  
 

Regards,  
 

Susan O’Reilly 

Thorverton Road, Cricklewood, NW2 1RG              www.stagnesnw2.co.uk 
Tel: 020 8452 4565 

Head: Susan O’Reilly           Deputy Head: Jennifer Hourihan    



RE News 

We have reached the end of a very busy first half term and our pupils have been exposed to a high level of  theological 
learning throughout their RE lessons and collective worship sessions. 

 
Our topic, Beginning with God, taught our pupils about the nature of God: both belief in the singular nature of God 

(Monotheism) and God as a Trinity. Pupils learnt that God is a pure spirit. We can neither see nor touch God; God has no 
physical form or body. While this reality might make God seem hard to understand, Catholics believe that God can be 

known – God is revealed – through sources of Revelation. The word revelation is not used very often in everyday life. It 
comes from the verb ‘to reveal’: which means to find or show or uncover something we didn’t know to help aid and build 

our understanding about God our creator. 
  

After half term, pupils understanding of the world around us will develop further as they will have the opportunity to learn 
about another world religion: Judaism. 
 

Pupils will also be lucky enough to be taught about this religion by pupils from Rosh Pinah Primary School, a local Jewish 
primary school. This will be a wonderful opportunity for our children to learn from their peers, who are of similar ages to 

them and find out more about the moral obligations and customs that they follow.  
 

Once pupils have learnt about the Jewish faith, pupils will then continue their RE learning following the Margaret Carswell 
scheme of work. 

  
We look forward to sharing all of this future knowledge and learning with you next half term. 

  
Mrs Keogh 

RE Leader  

Value Champions: 

  
This half term our School Value and focus was Perseverance. The 

word perseverance means, a continued effort to do or achieve some-
thing despite difficulties, failure, or opposition. Now more than ever, 

as we enter into a new academic school year, we need to fill our-
selves and our children with this value guided by the light of our 

Father.   
  

In the Bible we are taught- 

"God will direct you, you will be able to endure. None of us are   

traveling on the road to righteousness alone. God shapes our paths so 

that we are able to get through any challenges that may lie ahead.” 
  
This half term, each teacher, taught a lesson and held a collective 

worship session about this school value: Perseverance. 
Throughout the half term, teachers and support staff then watched 

closely to see who was demonstrating these skills at all times (in 
their learning and in the playground).  

Children who demonstrated the value of perseverance 
were celebrated in our celebration assembly and will receive a    

special Champions certificate post card in the post. 
  

Next half term our school value will be: Respect. 
  

I look forward to next half term and seeing which children will be 
presented with this personal award. Respect is  always an         

important value to uphold but it is especially during the special  
season of Advent. 

  
Mrs Keogh 

RE Leader   

Class Value Champion Award 

Winner 

RS George 

RZ Stefan 

1D Jack 

1Q Rain 

2C Benji 

2K Juan-David 

3L Emma 

3M Naana 

4G Vilosha 

4M Lola 

5M Audrey 

5P Leandra 

6M  Nolwen 

6S Nicola 



Élève Étoíle 

 

The following children have shown outstanding effort and enthusiasm in French this half term and as a result 

they will receive an "Eleve Etoile" (Star Pupil) certificate and a prize. 

3L- Kacper, 3M – Zac, 4M – Kyla, 4G – Emil, 6M- Se, 6S - Phillip 

 

Felicitations!  

Madame Willoughby 

 

Congratulations 
 
Last week the school kitchen had an unannounced food rating/hygiene 
inspection.  Mary and her staff were awarded a top rating of 5 stars - 
which is a credit to the hard work and pride they have in their job.  I am 
delighted to share this news with you - well done to all who serve our chil-

dren daily.  

 

 

 

FOSA are having 

St Agnes’ School First Cake sale of the Year 

On 

Friday 5th November 2021 

To celebrate Bonfire Night 

3:00pm in the playground 

Please donate tasty cakes! (nut free) 

From 50p per cake 

All proceeds raised will benefit our school. 

 

 

 

 

 

Dress as bright as a Firework Day 

Friday 5th November 2021 

In exchange for a £1 donation 



Year 6 Taster Day at Bishop Douglass School 

On Tuesday, Year 6 had a taster day at Bishop Douglass School. It was a great day filled with exciting and 

engaging lessons. The children were able to experience what secondary school would be like and how it dif-

fered to our school day. Szymon said, “I really liked the maths lesson, it was fun!” Whilst Shicco mentioned, 

“The history lesson was great, I enjoyed writing lots!” 

Secondary Transfer 

The closing date for Secondary Transfer application forms is 31st October. 

These will need to be completed via e-admissions. 

Nursery places at St Agnes Catholic Primary School  

St Agnes’ Catholic Primary School has a number of places available for children aged 3-4 in our outstanding 

nursery. There are places available for 30 hours per week or places in the afternoon   nursery which runs from 

12:15-3:15pm.  

Please contact the school office at office@stagnes.barnetmail.net if you would like to arrange a tour or if you 

would like more information.  

mailto:office@stagnes.barnetmail.net


Year 2 PE 

 Over the last few weeks, Year 2 have been developing their hockey skills and even using real wooden hockey sticks! They 

have been working with Nicky on passing, controlling the ball, team work, communication and even some shooting!  
Next half term, they will start to develop an understanding of how a game of hockey is played. 

 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

 
On Monday morning we held our Mental Health and Wellbeing coffee morning for parents.  
 
We were expecting 90 parents based on app responses but only 21 parents turned up on the day.  
 
During this workshop we explained our approach to emotional regulation and shared with parents the ‘zones of 
regulation’ which can also be implemented at home. Huma our school counsellor and Yvonne & Cecily from BICs 
(Barnet Integrated Therapies) explained the services they offer which can be accessed via school.  
 
The PowerPoint and resources can be found on our school website under parents, workshops and well-being. 
 

The SEN Team 



Black History Month 

Every October Black History Month is an opportunity to highlight and celebrate the achievements and 

culture of black people in Britain and around the world. As this falls at the beginning of our academic 
year it reminds us to examine our curriculum and continue to ensure that it is diverse and inclusive. This 
celebration is not restricted to just one month. In a wonderfully multicultural community such as we have 
at St Agnes it is a matter of great importance to us that our curriculum reflects the diversity and       
experiences of our pupils.  
 

With this in mind our celebration of Black History Month was not limited to History lessons but a       
celebration in a variety of cross-curricular subjects. Our marvelous music teacher Miss Keaveney ensured 
that every class celebrated Black History Month in their Music lessons with songs from different parts of 
Africa. These have been uploaded onto Google Classrooms so that your children can share their learning 
with you.  
 

Many classes celebrated Black History Month in Geography and Art lessons. Year 3 learned about the 
Haiti earthquake and Mount Kilimanjaro which inspired their African sunset artworks with beautiful   
silhouettes of the volcano. Year 5 and Year 2 studied the Tanzanian Art style, Tingatinga, through the 

art work of artist, Adeusi Mandu Mmatambwe as part of their Beast Creator and Wiggle and Crawl   

Topics. Year 1 looked at the space art of African American artist Alma Thomas as part of their Moon 

Zoom learning. Reception created fabulous necklaces with African patterns. Year 2 had a visit from Zoo 
Lab as part of their Science Topic Wiggle and Crawl. They were able to see and learn about some of the 
largest minibeast in the world from Africa, like the Giant African Land Snail, the African Train Millipede 

and the Madagascan Hissing Cockroach. 
 
In History Lessons Year 1 learned about mathematician Katherine Johnson whose calculations were   
crucial to space travel at NASA and the first moon landing. Year 2 enjoyed creating timelines while 
learning about the life of Harriet Tubman, the famous slavery abolitionist. In Year 5 the children had a 

fantastic online workshop from the RAF, ‘Pilots of the Caribbean’ which told the inspirational stories of 
the lives of RAF service men and women of African and Caribbean heritage. As part of the Year 6     

History Topic A Child’s War, year 6 also spent time learning about Windrush and significant historical 
figures in British History from generation Windrush. They also looked at the segregation and injustice 
portrayed in the photography of Gordon Parks and used this to create their own. 

 
New books have been added to our libraries and Topic boxes to ensure they remain diverse and     rep-
resentative. Historical non-fiction texts on significant people of colour and books which will enable     
children to discuss discrimination, inclusivity and diversity. Every year group discussed issues of racism, 
inequality or similarities and difference in PSHE lessons. These linked to the British Values of diversity, 
mutual respect and tolerance. Each class also held a Collective Worship which focused on Black saints 

and our Catholic values of equality, love and kindness against racism. 
 
We would encourage you to ask and discuss with your children what their experiences of Black History 
Month have been at school and share their learning with you.  
 

Miss Quirke 

History Leader 





Safeguarding 

The wellbeing of our children is of paramount importance 

to all staff.  Should any person (parent or staff) have a 

concern regarding a child’s wellbeing, please inform one 

of the school safeguarding team (Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs    

Hourihan, Mrs Gale, or our Chair of Governors Gill    

Abbott). 

 In cases where school staff have  concerns, they have a 

duty to discuss the  issue with Social Services to seek  

further  advice. This is the statutory obligation of all 

schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

 

      Rebecca 5M 

Year 3 

Savannah 

Eirinn 

Noah 

Iannia 

Kristiana 

Kacper 

Judith 

Naana 

Aleksandra 

Daniel 

Year 4 

Sheldon 

Maria 

Samuel 

Sofia A 

Aisha 

Mati 

Celia 

Elise 

Nectarie 

Malachi 

Year 5 

Marie A 

Jarmayne 

Isabel-Rose 

Anna 

Emile 

Gabriel 

Laura 

Aston 

Eireann-Mae 

Blaze 

Year 6 

Alan 

Kasey 

Trivana 

Kaimu 

Xchelle 

Sean 

Luam 

Jizelle 

Alexander 

Matthew 

This week’s Top Ten!  

If you’re in this top ten then congratulations you are in the top ten readers of your year 

group this week! One house point for you.  

Don’t forget the top ten resets each week so next week… it could be you!  

Count taken from 12/10/21– 19/10/21 





Birthdays: up to 31st October 2021 

19th Giacomo 2K & Jake 4M 

20th Debbie RS & Szymon 6M 

21st  Celine Nursery 

22nd Ava 2C & Manuela 2K 

23rd Lena RS 

24th George RS 

27th Matheus 4M 

28th Juliana 1D & Jizelle 6S 

30th Leo 2C 

31st Shicco  

 Thought of the Week 

 

‘Jesus said to him, 'If you can believe, all things 
are possible to him that believes' 
 

Mark 9:23 

Class Star of the Week 

1D Armina 

1Q Amelia 

2C Sienna 

2K Jessica-Grace 

3L THE WHOLE CLASS 

3M Isabella 

4G Elise 

4M THE WHOLE CLASS 

5M Leonard 

5P Sophie 

6M  Amelia 

6S Luam 

TT Rock Stars Manuela 2K 

Music Award Francesca 3M 

Weekly Attendance 

Class Attendance % Number of 

RS 97 2 

RZ 89 2 

1D 87 1 

1Q 89 0 

2C 92 2 

2K 84 2 

3L 99 1 

3M 96 1 

4G 92 2 

4M 97 3 

5M 96 3 

5P 90 1 

6M 97 1 

6S 97 0 

School Target 97.5% 

Pupil Premium:    

The school receives additional funding for some families. This 

funding is used to enhance your child’s learning in many  

different ways e.g. additional support, learning  experiences 

and may help with payments for school trips. This funding is a 

vital part of the school’s budget so please read the criteria 

below to see if you qualify.  

If either parent is on income support, job seekers  allowance, 

is in receipt of child tax credit but not working tax credit and 

has an income less than £16,190 or is an asylum seeker sup-

ported by the NASS or the local council.  


