
St Agnes’ School Value and Prayer Focus- Respect 

Autumn Term 2- 2021 

This half term our School Value and focus is Respect 

During the month of December, we prepare for the coming of Jesus Christ through the season 

of Advent. The word Advent means, ‘Coming’ in Latin and it is a time when we reflect on the 

true meaning of Christmas, prepare ourselves and open our hearts for the arrival of Jesus 

Christ.   

Each Sunday, we light one of the Advent Candles, which symbolize us coming out of the 

darkness and moving closer into the light in the presence of God.  

For the next month, across the school we will be learning about Respect (one of our School 

Values). 

In the Bible we are taught to,  

“Be devoted to one another in love. Honor one another above yourselves." 

- Romans 12:10 

For the season of Advent, we will be showing respect through our fundraising for CAFOD and 

our Global Community.  In addition to this, we will be supporting Human flourishing by sending 

Christmas cards to residents in our local care homes as well as supporting charities that our 

new Social Action Leaders choose to back.  

During this time, our House Captains, will also help to develop our spiritual closeness to God 

by planning and holding a “Whole House Collective Worship” session on the theme of respect. 

This is something that has never been completed before and we look forward to sharing in this 

special time of reflection and prayer.  

At Home: 

You are the first educator of your child in faith. Your child’s learning in religious education will 

be much greater if you and the school are engaged in talking about the same ideas and 

beliefs. Please talk to your children about showing RESPECT to others. Discuss, what does it 

mean to show respect at home, in school and in our everyday lives? Then, pray together: 

Lord Jesus, Master of both the light and the darkness, send your Holy Spirit upon our 

preparations for Christmas. We who have so much to do and seek quiet spaces to hear your 

voice each day, we who are anxious over many things look forward to your coming among us. 

 

 

 

 



Key dates in November and December: 

  All Saints and All Souls 

November 1st Solemnity of All Saints - All Saints’ Day is a day that honours all martyrs and 
saints, known and unknown. A saint is a very blessed and holy person who loved God very 
much. Saints are people who dedicated their lives to God and served others unselfishly. 
Spend some time talking about the good works of saints and their faithfulness to God. At 
home: Ask how we can act and live as the saints. How can we help others to do so? How can 
we take more time for prayer? 
 
All Souls- This is a day dedicated to all those who have died. Catholics all over the world 
remember loved ones, family and friends with thanksgiving and prayer. Depending on the 
age of your children, you may want to spend a bit of time talking about what death is, and 
talking about the new life we have with Jesus when we die. It may be appropriate to set up a 
shrine for the deceased. Gather pictures and mementos of loved ones who have passed away 
and leave this up throughout the month. 
 
  Anti-Bullying Week (15th  - 19th November) 

Anti-Bullying Week is an annual UK event, held in the third week in November which aims to 
raise awareness of bullying of children and young people, in schools and elsewhere, and to 
highlight ways of preventing and responding to it. It started in 2002 and has since grown to 
become a significant event in the calendars of children, families and schools with an 
estimated 80% of schools in the UK taking part reaching over 7.5 million children and young 
people. This year’s theme is: One Kind Word 
  Christmas Card Art Competition 

As a school we are taking part in the Diocese “Design a Christmas card competition”. The 
theme of this competition is family because this is The Year of the Family as well as The Year 
of St Joseph. You may like to include the following themes within your creations: welcome, 
journey, migrants and diversity. All entries can be given to Miss McSweeney or Mrs Keogh 
and are due by Wednesday 1st December.  
Red Wednesday 24th November 2021 

The aim of Red Wednesday is to highlight the plight of those who suffer for their faith around 

the world. It is a time to promote freedom, democracy and tolerance across the world. As a 

school, on this day, pupils will wear something red to show that we are a voice for those who 

are suffering the effects of religious persecution, and inviting young people to be an ally to 

those who are suffering.  

Advent- Sunday 28th November- Friday 24th December  

Advent is a time of preparation for the coming of Jesus. The Church prepares us in three 

ways, through the Old Testament, through John the Baptist and through Mary. Until the last 

seven days of Advent, the emphasis is on the coming of Jesus at the end of time. Try to 

remain focused on the Season of Advent and don’t jump ahead to Christmas. Advent  

is about preparation and waiting and it’s important we don’t skip past this important time in  

the Church’s calendar. 


