
St Agnes’ Weekly News 
The family of St Agnes loves, learns and grows together as followers  

of Jesus. 

Date:     14/01/2022 

Issue: 15 

JANUARY  

17th– Year 1 Land of     Dino-

saurs Workshop 

20th– Year 1 National    

Gallery Workshop 

21st—St Agnes Feast Day– 

Mass at 11am in church 

21st—Three Hub        

Workshops in school –

Classes 1Q, 5M & 6M 

27th—Three Hub        

Workshops in school –

Classes 2C, 6S & 4G 

28th—Three Hub        

Workshops in school –

Classes 2K, 5P & 4M 

28th—Class 5P mass at 

2:15pm in school. 

FEBRUARY 

2nd—Three Hub Workshops 

in School—Classes RS & RZ 

2nd—Football Match v King 

Alfred School 

4th—Parent Forum –9am 

4th—Number Day (NSPCC 

Fundraiser) 

7th– Children’s Mental 

Health Week  

7th—Parents Evening Years 

1-6 3:30pm-6pm 

8th—Safer Internet Day 

9th-Parents Evening Years 1-

6 3:30pm-6pm 

 

 

 

Dear Parents  

Happy New Year 2022!  
 

Welcome back everyone to the Spring term and of course a new calendar year.  I sincerely 
hope that you all managed to enjoy the Christmas break and spend time with family and 

friends.  I know that for many, they did not escape Covid and many plans were interrupted 
by catching the virus and the need to isolate. Personally, the decision to close the school 

early for the Christmas holidays was the right one as a few days later I had been informed 
that twelve staff members had tested positive, therefore closing early hopefully reduced the   

transmission a little. Since returning to school we have had further staff members absent and 
an increasing number of children due to testing positive.  I think we are past the point of 

closing schools but would ask parents to understand and appreciate that staff shortages will 
be unavoidable over the coming weeks and we ask you to appreciate that there may be 
changes in the timetable or who is teaching your child.  

 
Due to the number of cases in school amongst children and staff we are at the highest level 

of alert on our Covid Contingency Plan  - which means we are not hosting large gatherings 
such as assembly or hymn practice at present.  We have reverted to virtual whole school 

assemblies and staff briefings and Gospel assembly and attendance at hymn practice will be 
for one year group on rotation.  We continue to ventilate classes, allow time for           

handwashing, ask staff to wear masks in communal areas  and have an enhanced cleaning 
regime of common areas throughout the day.  I do believe that one of the fundamental ways 

in which we can reduce the spread of the virus is by regular lateral flow testing.  Please  
ensure you have a supply of kits to be able to test regularly at home - particularly if your 

child is showing any symptoms.  Staff themselves are testing regularly and we hope that by 
keeping the virus out of the building as much as we can, the more chance we stand of   

keeping school open and continuing to offer face to face education for our children, which is 
so important. As of Tuesday, this week if someone is not showing symptoms but tests     

positive on a LFT they do not need to book a PCR, however if they are displaying symptoms 
a PCR is advised. Isolation can be cut to 5 days from Monday 17th January  if LFT tests are 

carried out on days 5 and 6 with 24 hours in between and both are negative. 
 

It has been great to see the children return from their breaks, eager and excited to learn 
(although the teachers reported some tired pupils last week as they were obviously          
readjusting to getting back to usual bedtimes and routines).  We look forward to a term 

where we can continue offering memorable learning experiences for our children with       
experiences both in school and trips outside, all of which bring learning to life.   You will 

have received your curriculum newsletter today, outlining what your child will be learning 
this half term and how you can support them.  This really is useful as will allow you to talk 

to your child about their learning and what they have found out!  
 

Wishing you all a good weekend,  
 

Susan O’ Reilly 
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RE Word of the Week 

 
Religious Words of the Week Week 1 and 2 

 
Last week our Religious Word of the Week was Epiphany. In school, we focused on the journey of The Magi and how they 

must have felt throughout this journey.  
 

Epiphany: The feast of the Epiphany commemorates the arrival of the Magi at the crib.  The Magi defy Herod. They teach 
us that we need a courageous faith that is not afraid to follow God’s way. The Magi’s journey was one of belief, which was 

strengthened by God’s presence. The Magi returned “by another way” (MT2:12), which teaches us to take new paths guid-

ed by the Holy Spirit.  
 

At home discuss:  'What can I give Him, poor as I am? If I were a shepherd I would bring a lamb, if I were a wise man I 

would do my part, yet what I can I give Him, give my heart' 

 

What gifts can we offer others this coming year? 
 
 

This week we are focusing on the words:  
God- God in Christianity is the eternal Supreme Being who created and preserves all things. We believe that God is and 

remains present in our world. 

 
Actions: A thing done an act. (A deed, gesture or activity). As Catholics, we believe that we must act based on our belief in 

God. It is through these actions that we proclaim our belief in God. 
 

At home discuss:  what actions will you undertake to show that you believe in God’s word? 
 

Thank you, 
 

Mrs Keogh 
RE Leader 

 

St Agnes Feast Day 
 
We will be celebrating our Patron Saint's feast day on Friday 21st January.  As a school we will be going to 
mass at 11.00am at the Parish Church.  Parents are very welcome to join us - if you are attending please wear 
a mask and sit upstairs in the gallery as the seats in church will be taken by the children.  
 
FOSA have kindly agreed to buy Krispy Kreme donuts for every child as a treat to celebrate.  If you do not 
wish your child to have one or they have any allergies which are contained within the donut - please inform the 
school office by Wednesday 19th Jan and provide an alternative treat if desired.  Should we not hear from you, 
it is assumed you allow your child to have a donut on 21st Jan.  

 

 

Please see the information below where you can still celebrate the weekly gospel at home with your family. 

https://www.paperturn-view.com/uk/wednesday-word/joy?pid=MTA101634&v=48.3 

Please use the above link to access this weeks page. 

Many thanks 



Calling all Budding Artists!  

 

The Art Agents are launching an ART/RE competition linked to our new RE Topic: Being a Sacramental Person.  

The theme of this is to answer the question: 

 Where is God? 

 

        You may like to show your answer through photography, collages, paintings or drawings.  

 

 

It is your poster so please be CREATIVE but remember it must not be any bigger than one side of A4. The cho-

sen pieces will be framed and used to decorate our main corridor and stairs. There will also be prizes for the 

best entry from KS1 and KS2!   

 

If this is something that you are interested in, then the deadline for your wonderful artwork is  

Friday 4th February 2022. 

 

Good Luck, 

 

Mrs Keogh and Miss McSweeney 

RE Leader and Art Leader. 

House Points 

 

Congratulations to the pupils in St John   

Southworth who as a group achieved the   

highest amount of house points last term.  

As a treat they all wore their own clothes to 

school last Friday - congratulations.  



Uniform 
 

Please can we ask that all children are dressed in full school uniform.  The uniform policy has not changed for 

many years and is clearly displayed.  However we are finding increasing numbers of children wearing non   

uniform items  - tights should be green or white, boys socks are grey or black, girls socks are green or 

white.  Boots are not permitted - low heeled black shoes only.  Trainers are plain black or plain white and are 

worn with PE kit only, not on other days.  

There are parents who are purchasing other items which are a shade of green but NOT the school 

green.  Please can I ask that you send your child into school wearing the correct uniform as it avoids many 

difficult conversations. When you joined the school, all parents were aware of the uniform expectations and as 

stated, these have not changed.  

Mask Wearing  
 
Please can we ask all parents to wear a mask 
upon dropping off/picking up children.  
 
Whilst we appreciate you are outside and the risk 
of transmission is less, the risk by such large num-
bers of parents in close proximity  increases the 
risk.  
 
We insist that that all parents coming into the 
school office wear a mask or clearly display your 
exemption lanyard.  
 
Thank you for helping to keep everyone safe.  

Medical Appointments 

Please could you advise the school office in ad-

vance of any appointments via Parentapp rather 

than on the day—you will also need to provide 

evidence of appointments. 

Many thanks for your support. 

Movie Week 

Thanks to everyone who supported Christmas Movie 

Week. 

We raised a great sum of £1609. 

Triathlon Update 

We have had a relay member drop out. 

If anyone is interested in running 5k or cycling 19k 

for the triathlon relay team please get in touch– 

Anastasia Chew –anastasiachew@doctors.net.uk 

The event is the 28th May at Blenheim Palace. 

This is to raise fund for the.much needed upgrade 

of the school kitchen, which will benefit all of our 

children. 

 





Safeguarding 

The wellbeing of our children is of paramount importance 

to all staff.  Should any person (parent or staff) have a 

concern regarding a child’s wellbeing, please inform one 

of the school safeguarding team (Mrs O’Reilly, Mrs    

Hourihan, Mrs Gale, or our Chair of Governors Gill    

Abbott). 

 In cases where school staff have  concerns, they have a 

duty to discuss the  issue with Social Services to seek  

further  advice. This is the statutory obligation of all 

schools. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

  

 

  

   

  

Coming soon! 

Watch this space for our new Accelerated Reader         

rewards.  

In the meantime some very excited news… 

we have our first bronze millionaire.  

 

Well Done to Savannah in 3L who has read and understood     

1 million words!  





Birthdays: up to 16th January 2022 

10th  Alriz 4M, Temi RS & Zachary 2K 

12th Ziva 1Q, Mario Nursery & Alex 6M 

13th Mathilde 1D 

14th Haben1Q & Megan 1Q 

15th Isabella 2C 

16th Nolwen 6M & Zoe 4M   

 Thought of the Week 
 

“If I had my way, I would remove January from the 

calendar and have an extra July instead!” 

Roald Dahl 

 

Class Star of the Week 

1D Averie 

1Q Haben 

2C Tanuja 

2K Hannah 

3L Iannis 

3M Micah 

4G Antoni 

4M Zoe 

5M Angelo 

5P Louise 

6M  Alex 

6S Llyandra 

TT Rock Stars Heerad 4G 

Reading Eggs Eloise 1D 

Weekly Attendance 

Class Attendance % Number 

of Lates 

RS 95 4 

RZ 83 2 

1D 96 9 

1Q 92 0 

2C 91 2 

2K 92 0 

3L 96 0 

3M 92 6 

4G 93 4 

4M 90 3 

5M 97 1 

5P 98 1 

6M 99 0 

6S 90 2 

School Target 97.5% 


